
Q1: How do I know if my goods are controlled or 

prohibited?

Self-check using the HS/CA Product Code 

Checker.

Q2: Can I import first and apply for approval later?

No. Valid permits (including CA’s approval) must be 

obtained prior to importation.

Q3: What happens if I import prohibited goods?

Goods may be seized and enforcement action 

may be taken.

Q4: Do UN sanctions apply to businesses?

Yes. All importers must comply with UNSC sanctions.
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What the goods are


How they are used


Where they come from


Who they are for



If unsure whether your good is controlled or prohibited, 

always check before importing them.

Common examples include:

If your goods are controlled:


Obtain relevant CA’s approval 


Prepare required trade documents 


Obtain import permit 



Valid permits must be obtained prior to importation.

Controlled goods are allowed, but only with approval 

from the relevant Competent Authority (CA).

Some goods, persons, or countries are subject to 

United Nations Security Council (UNSC) Sanctions.



These restrictions may apply even if goods are 

otherwise allowed.



Sanctions may cover:


 • Specific goods 

 • Named individuals or entities 

 • Certain countries or regions


Importing sanctioned items is an offence.

Common examples include:

Check UNSC sanctions →

Prepare documents for clearance →

Approval must be obtained before import.

Related AskGov questions here → 

Visit customs.gov.sg for the latest rules and information. 

Information accurate as of 2026.
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Check if your goods are controlled or prohibited →

Apply for an import permit →
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Do not import prohibited goods.
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https://www.customs.gov.sg/permits-and-licences/trade-controls-and-prohibitions/united-nations-security-council-sanctions/united-nations-security-council-sanctions-overview/
https://www.customs.gov.sg/doing-business/import-operations/import-procedures/documents-for-clearance-of-goods/
https://ask.gov.sg/customs?topic=Import+Procedures
https://customs.gov.sg
https://www.customs.gov.sg/doing-business/import-operations/import-procedures/controlled-and-prohibited-goods-for-imports/
https://www.customs.gov.sg/doing-business/import-operations/import-procedures/obtain-a-customs-import-permit/

