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<World Blood Donor Day>

Committed blood donors honoured for regular giving
e 1,257 champion donors recognised - 13 gave over 200 donations each
e Singapore’s blood needs are currently shouldered by 1.8% of Singapore’s
residential population
e 600 donors stop giving each year due to age-related illnesses; blood demand
expected to increase by 3% to 5% annually
e Call for more consistent giving to ensure sustainability of blood supply

Singapore, 10 June 2017 - On World Blood Donor Day today, 1,257 champion blood
donors received accolades for their milestone donations to the National Blood
Programme - jointly run by the Singapore Red Cross (SRC) and the Health Sciences
Authority (HSA). Minister for Health Mr Gan Kim Yong, who was the Guest of Honour,
presented the Medal for Life award to 13 donors who each made over 200 donations.

Aged between 21 and 70 years old, the award recipients constitute a key pillar of our
73,000-strong donor pool, who sustain Singapore’s blood supply and contribute blood
to some 30,000 patients every year.

Applauding the dedication of champion blood donors, Minister Gan said, “Regular
blood donation takes more than a big heart. It involves the sacrifice of time, the
commitment to an iron-rich diet, and the thoughtfulness to visit the blood bank
regularly, and especially during holiday periods. We urge donors to continue being our
blood ambassadors and to inspire many more people to join this lifesaving mission.”

Singapore’s blood needs are currently shouldered by 1.8 per cent of Singapore’s
residential population. Blood usage is growing at a rate of 3 to 5 per cent annually?.
There is a need to expand the blood donor pool in tandem with the growing demand
for blood as Singapore’s population ages and more medical facilities are built. The
ageing population already has an impact on Singapore’s blood donor pool. Each year,
about 600 regular donors stop donating due to age-related illnesses.

Highlighting how the World Blood Donor Day theme - “Give blood. Give now. Give
often”reflects SRC’s efforts to expand the blood donor pool, Mr Tee Tua Ba, Chairman
of the Singapore Red Cross (SRC) said, “Last year, 60 per cent of blood donors gave
blood only once. The Singapore Red Cross is working to encourage more donors to
give blood regularly. We also want to attract more young people, aged between 16
and 25 years old, to give blood. The number of youth blood donors has been on a
downward trend, decreasing 13 per cent between 2012 and 2016.”

SRC and HSA have rolled out several new blood donor recruitment initiatives to

! Blood usage grew from 95,100 units in 2011 to 111,633 units in 2016
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engage potential youth blood donors and promote regular blood donation.

These include outreach efforts to engage youth, such as the Missing Type Campaign,
which generated significant interest and buzz in Singapore last year. It saw more than
60 organisations including government agencies, hospitals, schools and well-known
retail brands remove the letters A, B and O (blood groups) from their websites, social
media profiles and branding. The campaign led to a 16 per cent increase in blood
donations in the month it was launched, when compared to the same period the year
before. SRC is also working with the Ministry of Education and MINDEF to enhance
its outreach to students and service personnel.

To nurture regular donors and make blood donation as convenient and accessible as
possible, SRC launched a scheme to encourage organisations to adopt a blood bank
in their vicinity and rally their staff to donate blood there regularly. Organisations that
have adopted a blood bank include SAF’s combat service and support command, or
CSSCOM. We appreciate their commitments in promoting the adopted blood banks at
Westgate Tower and Woodlands Civic Centre.

Lifesaving partnerships with community bloodmobile organisers / partners
Minister Gan also presented accolades to 32 bloodmobile organisers (BMOs), of
whom 112 organised community blood drives that each raised over 500 units of blood
in 2016. This represented an 80 per cent increase in BMOs that achieved more than
500 units of blood, compared to 20153. The other 21 BMO recipients organised drives
that collected between 200 and 500 units.

SRC Chairman Mr Tee Tua Ba added, “BMOs are important contributors to
Singapore’s blood supply, organising roadshows and blood drives to mobilise their
organisation and community to give blood. Last year, BMOs organised 465 community
blood drives, collecting over 33,600 units of blood. With their strong support, the
Singapore Red Cross organised more than twice the number of roadshows and
increased donation bookings at its centres by 66 per cent.”

Ms Kymn Yee, a Thalassemia patient who has been receiving regular blood
transfusions for nearly four decades, shared her experience as a blood beneficiary
and showed her appreciation to blood donors at the event. She said, “Blood donation
not only saves lives, it also sustains and enhances the quality of life for many
beneficiaries. | would not be able to enjoy scuba diving, yoga and mountain climbing,
if not for the generosity of regular blood donors. | hope to see more people coming
forward to donate blood, to enable others to lead fulfilling lives."

Beyond organising bloodmobiles, many other community partners supported the
National Blood Programme by offering outreach and advocacy opportunities. Last

2 please refer to Annex A for the list of blood mobile organisers.
3 At World Blood Donor Day 2016, six BMOs were awarded Gold Awards for achieving over 500 units of blood.


http://www.hsa.gov.sg/content/hsa/en/News_Events/Press_Releases/2016/singapore-joins-21countriesintheinternationalmissingtypecampaign.html
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year, Nanyang Polytechnic boosted SRC’s outreach efforts through publicity and
skilled volunteer support. Staff from Hewlett Packard have also volunteered their
services and support at blood donation outreach events.

As a result, group donations at the blood banks increased by 66 per cent, from 168 in
2015 to 280 last year; and SRC doubled the number of educational roadshows in the
community.

Held at the Singapore Sports Hub, the Champion Recognition Ceremony saw Minister
Gan presenting awards to donors who made 50 to 200 blood donations. Member of
Parliament for Mountbatten SMC, Mr Lim Biow Chuan, presented awards to donors
who made between 25 and 50 blood donations in the afternoon ceremony.

About World Blood Donor Day

World Blood Donor Day is dedicated to individuals who voluntarily and regularly
donate their blood to help save lives. It also aims to create wider awareness of the
importance of voluntary blood donation and encourage more people to become regular
blood donors. This year's theme is “Give blood. Give now. Give often.” which
underlines the role every single person can play in helping others in emergency
situations through blood donation, and focuses on the sufficiency of blood stock in
emergencies through regular donations.

The annual World Blood Donor Day is sponsored by four international organisations:
The World Health Organisation (WHO), the International Federation of Red Cross and
Red Crescent Societies (IFRC), the International Federation of Blood Donor
Organisations and the International Society of Blood Transfusion.

For more information, please visit http://www.who.int/worldblooddonorday

About the Singapore Red Cross Blood Donor Recruitment Programme

The Singapore Red Cross (SRC) was appointed the National Blood Donor Recruiter
in April 2001. Together with our partner-in-service, the Blood Services Group of the
Health Sciences Authority, we aim to collect sufficient safe blood for the transfusion
needs of all our hospitals.

The SRC focuses on three main functions in the National Blood Programme:
e Recruitment, Retention and Recognition of blood donors
e Promotion and Education to increase public awareness on the importance of
blood donation
e Organisation of mobile blood donation drives in the community


http://www.who.int/worldblooddonorday
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About HSA'’s Blood Services Group

The HSA'’s Blood Services Group, as the national blood service, secures the nation's
blood supply by ensuring a safe and adequate blood supply. It is responsible for
collecting, processing, testing and distributing blood and blood products to all hospitals
in Singapore. It also provides specialist transfusion medicine services in
immunohaematology and tissue typing and is actively engaged in the cutting-edge
therapeutic research area of cell therapy.

ANNEX A

BMO Gold Awardees

Bedok C2E

Buddhist Compassion Relief Tzu Chi Foundation (Singapore)
CSSCOM

ExxonMobil Asia Pacific Pte Ltd

IGLESIA NI CRISTO (Church of Christ) District of Southeast Asia Il
Khoo Teck Puat Hospital

LoveSingapore Network of Churches

Members Church of God International, Singapore

Nanyang Polytechnic

Red Cross Youth Chapter (Nanyang Technological University)

Sky Meditation Centre (Singapore) & Sri Arasakesari Temple

BMO Merit Awardees

Air Force Training Command
Braddell Heights Zone 'D' RC
Changi General Hospital

Chong Hua Tong Tou Teck Hwee
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Eunos Community Emergency & Engagement Committee
Gurkha Contingent SPF

Hewlett-Packard Inc Singapore (Pte) Ltd

National Thalassaemia Registry, KK Women's and Children's Hospital
Neo Group Limited

Punggol 21 CC Women Executive Committee

Punggol Park Community Centre WEC

Red Cross Youth Chapter (National University of Singapore)
Red Cross Youth Chapter (Ngee Ann Polytechnic)

Red Cross Youth Chapter (Raffles Institution)

Red Cross Youth Chapter (Singapore Polytechnic)

SIM Global Education

Singapore Press Holdings Limited

Stagmont Park RC & Chua Chu Kang AAC

Standard Chartered Bank

Taman Jurong CC Youth Executive Committee

Tampines West C2E



