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HSA ACHIEVED ASHI ACCREDITATION IN TISSUE TYPING

The Health Sciences Authority’s Blood Services Group [BSG] achieved
another international accreditation when its Tissue Typing Laboratory was accredited
by the American Society for Histocompatibility and Immunogenetics [ASHI] at end
December 2008.

2 The Tissue Typing Laboratory which provides specialised support services for
bone marrow and solid organ transplants was granted ASHI accreditation for a
period of two years till 31 August 2010, with effect from 1 September 2008.
Accreditation follows an intensive on-site inspection by ASHI in May 2008 which
evaluated laboratory personnel, procedures and facilities to determine if they are in
compliance with ASHI standards.

3 In his congratulatory letter to HSA, Dr Michael D. Gautreaux, Co-Chair, ASHI
Accreditation Review Board, commended BSG’s staff for achieving ASHI's high
standards for laboratory performance and patient service. Dr Marieta Chan, BSG’s
Assistant Laboratory Director [Immunohaematology & Cell Therapy Support] was
also appointed as ASHI Accredited Laboratory Director from 30 December 2008.

4 Though ASHI’s accreditation procedures are voluntary, BSG has sought ASHI
accreditation, which was established in 1974, with the objective of maintaining the
highest standards of reliability and quality in Histocompatibility testing laboratories.
Singapore is one of only two national blood services accredited in Asia, the other
being the Taiwan Blood Services Foundation.

5 This ASHI accreditation is the second international accreditation programme
achieved by BSG. It first achieved AABB [formerly known as American Association
of Blood Banks] accreditation in 2006 and has since achieved its second 2-year
AABB accreditation term. BSG is also the first national blood service in Asia to
achieve AABB accreditation in Donor Centre and Transfusion Activities. AABB
accreditation for blood banking, transfusion medicine, blood management and
cellular therapies is the designation of choice worldwide, as it demonstrates a blood
bank’s commitment to advanced learning, continuous improvement and innovation
by striving to sustain the highest possible levels of patient and donor care.
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= About the Health Sciences Authority (HSA)

The Health Sciences Authority (HSA) applies medical, pharmaceutical and scientific
expertise through its three professional groups, Health Products Regulation, Blood
Services, Applied Sciences, to protect and advance national health and safety. HSA
is a multidisciplinary authority. It serves as the national regulator for health products,
ensuring they are wisely regulated to meet standards of safety, quality and efficacy.
It operates the national blood bank, Bloodbank@HSA, securing the nation’s blood
supply. It also applies specialised scientific, forensic, investigative and analytical
capabilities in serving the administration of justice. For more details, visit
www.hsa.gov.sg

= About HSA’s Blood Services Group

The Blood Services Group (BSG) of HSA, as the national blood service, secures the
nation's blood supply by ensuring a safe and adequate blood supply and providing
specialist transfusion medicine services.

BSG operates the Bloodbank@HSA, and it is responsible for collecting, processing,
testing and distributing blood and blood products to all hospitals in Singapore, both
public and private.

As the national blood service, it provides specialised services in transfusion sciences
such as immunohaematology and tissue typing. Its transfusion medicine specialists
also provide professional advice and consultations to clinicians in Singapore and the
region, so as to promote the best practices in clinical transfusion medicine and to
ensure that every blood donation is optimally and safely used.

Bloodbank@HSA is located at the HSA Building at 11 Outram Road, Singapore
169078 (directly opposite the Outram Park MRT Station). Blood donors are
welcome to call the Bloodbank@HSA at Tel: 6213 0626.

. About HSA Updates

The “HSA Updates” seeks to provide current information, in a consistent and
accurate manner, on topics of public interest. For all issues of HSA Updates, please
visit www.hsa.gov.sg, click “News & Events”, and select “HSA Updates”.

Media representatives are welcome to send any queries to the Corporate
Communications Department @ HSA.
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