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[bookmark: _GoBack]Missing Type Campaign Returns to Singapore

Singapore, 3 July 2017 – The Singapore Red Cross (SRC) and the Health Sciences Authority of Singapore (HSA) announced the launch of the ‘Missing Type’ campaign today. The 2017 Missing Type Campaign has elicited stronger support from a broad range of organisations, including government agencies, hospitals, schools, media, local brands and retailers participating to raise awareness on the importance of blood donation. 

More than 50 organisations will support the campaign by removing the blood type letters ‘A’, ‘B’ and ‘O’ from their signage and branding from 4 July to 9 July. This is an increase from last year’s inaugural campaign, which started with support from 33 organisations. (Refer to Annex A for this year’s participating organisations and upcoming blood drives) 

Notable local brands like BreadTalk IHQ, Carousell and The Soup Spoon are participating in the campaign for the first time. The Singapore Botanic Gardens will remove the blood type letters from their physical signage while Swiss Cottage Secondary School will cover the letters on their physical signage. SRC will also cover the blood type letters on its TransportAid[footnoteRef:1] fleet. Organisations such as Tan Tock Seng Hospital, Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth, Mount Elizabeth Hospitals and Nanyang Polytechnic are organising blood drives, as a call to action following the campaign.  [1:  Singapore Red Cross’ TransportAid service helps the elderly and disabled from low-income homes get to and from their healthcare service facilities, such as medical treatments, rehabilitation and day activity centres. ] 


The Missing Type campaign is part of the efforts by SRC and HSA to expand the blood donor pool in tandem with the blood usage, which is growing at a rate of 3 to 5 per cent annually[footnoteRef:2]. The blood donor pool stands at 1.87 percent of Singapore’s residential population. Singapore’s ageing population adds to the urgency of the situation, as some 600 regular donors stop donating due to age-related illnesses every year.  [2:   Blood usage grew from 95,100 units in 2011 to 111,633 units in 2016
] 


Mr Benjamin William, Secretary General of SRC said, “The Missing Type campaign generated significant interest and buzz last year, leading to a 16 per cent increase in blood donations in the launch month, when compared to the same period the year before. In addition to getting more people to come forward to donate blood, we hope that current donors can donate more regularly. Last year, 60 per cent of our blood donors only gave blood once. By bringing the Missing Type campaign back, we hope that it not only serves as a reminder for donors to make a second trip to the blood bank, but also acts as a catalyst to start the conversation about blood donation and motivate new donors to action.”

In addition to attracting more new donors and nurturing more regular blood donors, HSA and SRC also aim to cultivate more blood donation advocates through the campaign, which will engage individuals to champion blood donation in a simple yet novel way - by posting and sharing photos of their ABO-covered names on social media pages. 

[bookmark: _gjdgxs]Dr Mimi Choong, CEO of HSA said, “Blood donations are critical to Singapore’s healthcare system because they save and sustain the lives of 30,000 patients every year. Everyone can contribute to this life-saving cause, by helping to raise awareness and advocate the importance of blood donation. The Missing Type campaign provides the ideal platform for doing so. I am heartened that the participating organisations share the same view and many which took part last year have supported us again this year.”

HSA and SRC invite individuals and organisations to get involved in the campaign by:

· Taking a photo of themselves with their ABO-omitted names.
· Posting the photo on their social media pages with ‘I’ve dropped my [As/Bs/Os] to support the #MissingTypeSG campaign. You can do the same too and help spread the word about blood donation: redcross.sg/missingtypesg’ and encourage their friends or followers to do the same.

More information on the campaign can be found on: redcross.sg/missingtypesg. 


About Singapore Red Cross

Singapore Red Cross is a homegrown humanitarian organisation, dedicated to relieving human suffering, protecting lives and dignity and responding to emergencies since 1949. We serve the vulnerable through our blood donor recruitment programme, home and day activity centre for the disabled, transport aid, food aid, and community first aid. We build capacity and resilience through our training academy, and volunteer and youth development. Beyond our shores, we mobilise and translate contributions from the donor community to relief and recovery, rehabilitation and reconstruction efforts, with the aim of helping communities affected by disasters. For more information, please see www.redcross.sg

About HSA’s Blood Services Group 
The HSA’s Blood Services Group, as the national blood service, secures the nation's blood supply by ensuring a safe and adequate blood supply. It is responsible for collecting, processing, testing and distributing blood and blood products to all hospitals in Singapore. It also provides specialist transfusion medicine services in immunohaematology and tissue typing and is actively engaged in the cutting-edge therapeutic research area of cell therapy.




























ANNEX A

Participating Organisations 

	Categories
	Organisations

	Government Agencies 
	Civil Service College

	
	Health Promotion Board

	
	Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth 

	
	Ministry of Health 

	
	People's Association 

	
	Public Service Division, Prime Minister’s Office 

	Public Spaces
	Singapore Botanic Gardens

	Healthcare Institutions 
	Ang Mo Kio – Thye Hua Kwan Hospital

	
	Changi General Hospital

	
	Gleneagles Hospital

	
	Khoo Teck Puat Hospital  

	
	KK Women's and Children's Hospital

	
	Mount Alvernia Hospital

	
	Mount Elizabeth Hospital 

	
	Mount Elizabeth Novena Hospital

	
	National Cancer Centre Singapore 

	
	National Dental Centre Singapore 

	
	National Heart Centre Singapore 

	
	National Neuroscience Institute

	
	National University Cancer Institute Singapore

	
	National University Health System 

	
	National University Heart Centre Singapore

	
	National University Hospital

	
	Ng Teng Fong General Hospital

	
	Parkway East Hospital

	
	Raffles Medical Group 

	
	Singapore General Hospital

	
	SingHealth 

	
	Tan Tock Seng Hospital

	
	Thomson Medical 

	
	Yishun Community Hospital 

	Malls
	AsiaMalls Management Pte Ltd

	Corporations 
	BreadTalk IHQ

	
	Carousell 

	
	Aon 

	
	Hawksford 

	
	The Soup Spoon 

	
	Viva Industrial Trust Management Pte Ltd 

	
	Neo Group Limited 

	
	Neo Garden Catering

	
	Deli Hub Catering

	Schools 
	Swiss Cottage Secondary School

	
	Nanyang Polytechnic

	
	National University of Singapore 

	
	Singapore Institute of Technology 

	
	Tampines Junior College

	
	Institute of Technical Education

	
	Singapore Management University 

	
	NUS High School

	
	Temasek Polytechnic 

	
	Nanyang Girls’ High School

	Media
	Singapore Press Holdings 

	
	Mediacorp

	Youtuber
	TreePotatoes 




Upcoming Blood Drives  

	Bloodmobile @ Nanyang Polytechnic
Date: 04 - 07 Jul 2017 
Time: 12:00pm - 6:00pm
Venue: 
Blk A, Auditorium
180 Ang Mo Kio Avenue 8
Singapore 569830
	Bloodmobile @ MCCY, The ARTrium
Date: 14 Jul 2017 
Time: 10:00am - 4:00pm
Venue: 
The ARTrium, Level 1 @ Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth (MCCY)
140 Hill Street 
Singapore 179369


	Bloodmobile @ Viva Business Park
Date: 04 Jul 2017 
Time: 11:30am - 5:30pm
Venue:
Block E, Level 3 (Blue Building)
Viva Business Park
750 Chai Chee Road
Singapore 469000

	


	Bloodmobile @ Tan Tock Seng Hospital
Date: 11 Jul 2017 
Time: 11:00am - 5:00pm
Venue:
Atrium, Level 1 @ Tan Tock Seng Hospital
11 Jalan Tan Tock Seng, Singapore 308433
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