
  

 

Annex B: Key findings of public engagement for the draft Place Plan for Kampong Gelam 
Historic Area 

  
Key characteristics of Kampong Gelam  

Survey respondents were asked for three words to describe Kampong Gelam and one thing they feel 
makes Kampong Gelam unique. Words such as ‘heritage’, ‘cultural’, ‘historic’, ‘Malay’, ‘vibrant’ and 
‘shophouses’ stood out. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              

                   Key words to describe Kampong Gelam             One thing that make Kampong Gelam unique  
 

Ways to enhance the distinctiveness and appeal of the historic area  

Survey respondents were asked for their views on strategies to preserve and celebrate the history and 
heritage of the area, support its economy as well as enhance its public spaces and connectivity. Notably, 
majority of respondents (89%) feel that it is important to continue supporting traditional trades, while 
attracting new ones to Kampong Gelam. Majority of respondents (89%) are also in favour of more 
initiatives to showcase and strengthen Kampong Gelam’s history, culture and community.  
 

The key survey responses are as follows: 

(i) How should we go about celebrating the historic area’s history and heritage and build a 
strong place identity? 
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(ii) How should we create good public spaces to add to the vibrancy of the area?  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(iii) How should we make the historic area more connected and accessible?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(iv) How can we create a vibrant economy for old and new businesses in the historic area?   
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Factors that would entice more people to visit Kampong Gelam  

Participants were also asked what would entice them to visit Kampong Gelam more and offered a 
diverse range of feedback and ideas based on the key themes of heritage, placemaking, connectivity 
and curation of business mix. Some key suggestions are as follows:  

Celebrating 
history and 
heritage  

Creating better 
public spaces  

Improving connectivity  Curating a better trade 
mix  

• Cultural and 
heritage 
events 
(especially 
Malay and 
Muslim-
related) 

• Themed 
events with 
public 
participation  

• Renting out 
kebayas to 
tourists 

• Heritage 
plaques 
and 
markers 

• QR codes 
for public to 
read about 
Kampong 
Gelam’s 
history  

• Heritage 
walking 
tours 

 

• Rest areas 
with shelter 
and shade  

• Children-
friendly 
spaces (e.g. 
playground)  

• Greenery 
and park 
spaces  

• More public 
toilets  

• Using the 
Sultan Gate 
open space 
as a public 
space for 
activities 

• An overall 
calendar of 
events and 
activities   

• Car-free streets 
and road 
closures  

• More car parking 
spaces 

• Greater 
connectivity to 
and awareness 
of parking lots in 
surrounding 
developments  

• Shaded/sheltered 
walkways 

• Biking 
accessibility and 
infrastructure  

• Wayfinding 
signages from 
transport nodes 
to Kampong 
Gelam   

• Wider variety of 
F&B and retail 
options  

• More local 
brands and 
businesses  

• More 
establishments 
that reflect 
Malay and 
Muslim culture 
and heritage  

• Workshops and 
classes related 
to Kampong 
Gelam’s 
traditional trades 

• Regular festive 
markets, fairs, 
bazaars, pop-up 
stores  

 

 

  


