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1 September 2023/ 15 Safar 1445H

A Father’s Role in the Development of His Child
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My beloved brothers and sisters in Islam,

Let us continue our efforts to elevate our tagwa towards Allah
(s.w.t.), by obeying all His orders, and by abstaining from all His
prohibitions. May Allah guide us to become trustworthy people in
carrying out the responsibilities that have been given to us. Amin
Ya Rabbal 'Alamin.

My fellow Muslims,

Rasulullah (s.a.w) said:
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Which means: "It is better for a man to educate his children than

to give a mouthful in charity." [Hadith narrated by Imam Al-Tirmizi]

My brothers and sisters, this hadith does not only refer to the
benefits and advantages of educating children on performing acts
of charity. However, this hadith actually serves as a guidance

directed specifically at fathers.

If we look at this hadith carefully, our Prophet (s.a.w) specifically
places the responsibility of educating a child on his or her father.
This hadith serves as a reminder that fathers also have a
responsibility to educate their children, and it is not solely the

mother's duty.

This can be done, not only by educating them, and spending time
with them, but also by making the home the first school for their
children. This is so that our children can be exposed to religious
values at an early age — the age when they are rapidly absorbing
whatever they can learn, like sponges. As the saying goes, strike

while the iron is hot!

My brothers and sisters, pay close attention to the story of Lugman
Al-Hakim as told in the Qur'an. He was very concerned about his

son's religiosity, and the development of his personality. As such,
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he made great efforts to educate his son, to advise him, and to
teach him to guard his religion and his character. He also taught

his son to be patient in weathering the storms of life.

Allah (s.w.t) said in the noble Qur'an, Surah Lugman, verse 17
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Which means: “O my dear son! Establish prayer, encourage what
is good and forbid what is evil, and endure patiently whatever
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befalls you. Indeed, those are the matters requiring determination.

Let us learn from the story of Lugman. Look at how he cared deeply
about the education and development of his child. He was gentle

and loving while also being firm with him.
My fellow Muslims,

Our role as fathers is not just to work and earn money for the family.
Rather, we should be actively involved in the upbringing of our

children.

Even though our day may be filled with work-related activities, we
should make it a point to spend time with our children after work.
Our daily routine should include spending time with our family. It
could be something as simple as having dinner with our family, or

just sitting down together as a family, and talking about our day.
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We must also make sure that distractions such as handphones and
other devices are temporarily turned off during the time that we
spend with our family members. This is because the time we spend
with our families should be seen as sacred and precious to us, and
thus we should dedicate all our attention to them during that time.
We should also cherish the time that we have with our families, and
we should grasp the opportunity to foster a closer relationship with
them. When our children feel close and connected to us, it is easier

for them to be receptive to our advice.

May Allah (s.w.t) bless the time that we have here on earth, so that
we can spend it with our families, doing good together in seeking

His Pleasure. Amin Ya Rabbal 'Alamin.
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Second Sermon
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