
 

1 

 

 
 

 

SMC 14.2.3 
 
13 September 2016 
 
 
All registered medical practitioners 
 
2016 EDITION OF THE SINGAPORE MEDICAL COUNCIL ETHICAL CODE AND 
ETHICAL GUIDELINES AND HANDBOOK ON MEDICAL ETHICS 
 
1. The Singapore Medical Council (SMC) Ethical Code and Ethical Guidelines 
(ECEG) were last revised in 2002. Since then, medical practice in Singapore has 
evolved to become more complex, with advanced technology, innovative 
communication means, new modalities of treatment, a wide range of organisational 
as well as business models in medicine and changing expectations of the community 
we serve. To better address and to enable practitioners to navigate the ethical issues 
encountered in modern medical practice, the SMC has revised and updated the 
ECEG and the revised ECEG is now referred to as the 2016 edition of the SMC 
ECEG (2016 ECEG).  
 
2. The 2016 ECEG is accompanied by an educational resource that is called the 
SMC Handbook on Medical Ethics (2016 HME). This Handbook contains additional 
material that elaborates on the 2016 ECEG, explains its application and provides 
advice on the best practices. You are encouraged to read the Handbook to know 
more about medical ethics.  
 
3. A Working Committee to review the ECEG was appointed by the SMC in 
September 2010 comprising Council members and other senior doctors and ethicists 
with considerable experience in medical ethics (see Annex). The review process 
included the initial stage of providing suggestions on the areas for revision, the focus 
group discussions, and the two profession-wide consultation exercises in 2014 and 
2015 besides many meetings by the Working Committee and SMC. More details on 
the review process could be found in the “Explanatory Notes”.  

 
4. The principles which the SMC and Working Committee applied in reviewing and 
approving the 2016 ECEG and the corresponding HME are: 

(a) Relevance to modern medical practice; 
(b) Adapting to the complexities and variations of medical practice; 
(c) Protecting patients’ best interests while being fair to doctors; 
(d) Maintaining the values important to society and to the medical profession; 
(e) Regulating ethical behaviour rather than imposing blanket prohibitions; and 
(f) Upholding the principle of professional self-regulation.  
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5. The SMC and the Working Committee are grateful for the feedback from the 
medical profession during the initial stage of providing suggestions on the areas for 
revision, focus group discussions and consultation exercises. The authority and 
integrity of any ethical framework for the medical profession has to be based upon 
the collective wisdom that exists within the medical profession and its associated 
professional and institutional bodies. 

 
6. Copies of the 2016 ECEG and HME have been uploaded on SMC’s website for 
your reading and compliance when it comes into force on 1 January 2017. As the 
2016 ECEG is more comprehensive than the 2002 ECEG, the interval of time 
between the publication and effective date of implementation is to allow doctors, 
institutions and organisations involved in healthcare time to assimilate the 2016 
ECEG and if necessary, modify practices in order to comply with it. Please note that 
the 2002 ECEG will remain in force until 31 December 2016.   
 
7. As there have been several new and updated ethical guidelines, SMC will run 
medical ethics seminars to which all doctors will be invited. You will be receiving an 
invitation to these seminars and additional details shortly.  
 
Thank you. 

 
 
 

 
PROF TAN SER KIAT 
PRESIDENT 
SINGAPORE MEDICAL COUNCIL 
 
 

 
DR TAN CHI CHIU 
CHAIRMAN 
SMC WORKING COMMITTEE FOR THE REVIEW OF THE ECEG; AND 
SMC ETHICS COMMITTEE 
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Annex 
 
Working Committee for the review of the ECEG – 
Appointed September 2010 to present: 
 

Working Committee 
Chairman / Member 

Past and present roles 
 

Dr Tan Chi Chiu 
 
(Chairman) 

 Elected member, SMC (1999 to present) 

 Chairman, SMC Ethics Committee (2000 to present) 

 Gastroenterologist, Gleneagles Medical Centre (1999 to 
present) 
 

Prof Alastair Vincent 
Campbell 
 
(Member) 

 Member, Bioethics Advisory Committee (2006 to 
present) 

 Director, Centre for Biomedical Ethics, YYLSoM, NUS 
(2006 to 2016) 

 Former Professor, Ethics in Medicine in the Medical 
School of the University of Bristol and Director of its 
Centre for Ethics in Medicine (1996 to 2005) 

 Former President, International Association of Bioethics 
(1998 to 2000) 

 Fellow of the Royal Society of Edinburgh (2013 to 
present) 

 

A/Prof Chin Jing Jih 
 
(Member) 

 Appointed member, SMC (2008 to present) 

 Member, SMC Ethics Committee (2008 to present) 

 Member, Bioethics Advisory Committee (2011 to 
present) 

 Adjunct Associate Professor, Centre for Biomedical 
Ethics, YYLSoM, NUS (2006 to present) 

 Chairman, Research Ethics Committee, NHG (2009 to 
present)  

 Chairman, Clinical Ethics Committee, TTSH (2003 to 
present) 

 

Asst Prof Chua Swee 
Boon Raymond 
 
(Member, January 2015 to 
present) 

 Elected member, SMC (2010 to 2013; June 2014 to 
present) 

 Group Director, Health Products Regulation Group, HSA 
(July 2012 to present) 

 Managing Director, Eisai Clinical Research Singapore 
(2007 to 2010) 

 Secretariat, National Medical Ethics Committee (2003 to 
2007) 

 

Adj Prof Chew Chin Hin 
 
(Member) 

 Honorary Advisor, Division of Graduate Medical Studies, 
National University of Singapore (1992 to present) 

 Emeritus Consultant, Tan Tock Seng Hospital (1998 to 
present)  

 Chairman, National Medical Ethics Committee (1994 to 
2000) 

 Deputy Director of Medical Services, MOH (1981 to 
1991) 

 Master, Academy of Medicine Singapore (1973 to 1975) 

 Member, SMC (1972 to 1993) 
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Working Committee 
Chairman / Member 

Past and present roles 
 

Prof Lee Eng Hin 
 
(Member) 

 Appointed member, SMC (2000 to 2006, 2010 to 2016)  

 Member, SMC Ethics Committee (2010 to present) 

 Emeritus Consultant, Division of Paediatric 
Orthopaedics, National University Health System 
Singapore (2010 to present) 

 Research Integrity Officer, NUS (2007 to 2014) 

 Senior Advisor, Division of Graduate Medical Studies, 
NUS (2010 to present) 

 Director, Division of Graduate Medical Studies, NUS 
(1999 to 2010) 

 Member, National Bioethics Advisory Committee (2006 
to 2008 and 2016 to present) 

 Dean, YYLSoM, NUS (2000 to 2003) 

 Executive Director, Biomedical Research Council (2008 
to 2012) 

 

Dr Loh Wee Tiong Alfred 
 
(Member) 

 Physician, Raffles Executive Medical Centre (2008 to 
present) 

 CEO, World Organisation of Family Doctors, WONCA 
(2001 to 2011) 

 Examiner, Family Medicine for the Graduate School of 
Medical Studies, NUS (1995 to 2005) 

 Founding Partner, Raffles Medical Group (1976) 
 

A/Prof Roy Joseph 
 
(Member) 

 Chairman, Clinical Bioethics Committee, NUH (2006 to 
present) 

 Chairman, National Medical Ethics Committee (2009 to 
present)   

 Emeritus Consultant, Department of Neonatology, 
NUHS (2011 to present) 

 Team member, Medical Undergraduate 
Professionalism, Medical Ethics and Law Curriculum 
development (2006 to present) 

 

Prof Tan Tiang Lee Walter 
 
(Member) 
 

 Appointed member, SMC (2004 to 2010) 

 Member, SMC Ethics Committee (2007 to 2010) 

 Medical Director, Raffles Hospital (2001 to present) 

 Member, Ethics Committee, Raffles Hospital (2009 to 
present) 

 Board member, HSA (2007 to 2013) 

 President, Singapore Association of Plastic Surgeons 
(2003 to 2009) 

 National Representative, International Confederation for 
Plastic, Reconstructive and Aesthetic Surgery (IPRAS) 
(2003 to 2009) 

 Master, Academy of Medicine Singapore (2000 to 2002) 
 

 
 

 


