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LIfe lessons take centre
stage at Bukit View Sec

hen tasked to

ma class, Sac

Schoaol student Sazliha Maznesn and

) hier groupmates turned to ther own
Sxperiances.

“Talking to my irnupm:'a we razlsad that

t on a skit for a dra-
Bukit View Secondary

many ofus have 25
financial difficulties badk homea,*
saicl

“Wo wanted to writs a story to raise awaronoss
about thess issues, and show that every family =
differant.”

Saaliha and her group's skit about a sin
muothor working to support her son with spocl%'.:}
noads was ona of the skits themed arcund various.
social ssues that Bukit View Secondary’s students.
rehoarsed, put on and watched as part of the
school’s signature Arts X Values Leaming for Life
programme [LLP).

Lansnchead in 2015, the programme sims to hel
students acquire sound values and build sodi
emotienal competendes through drama lessons.

Muhammad Fadly Asmawi, Bukit View Sec's
subject head for [iterature and drama, said: "Dira-
ma is uruquel)l suited for experiential leamin

stepping into a character’s shoes, ents
pradrse genuine empathy and perspective-tak-

'ftsabo deeply collaborative — students script
_?hgot-ate ideas, and work together on
at shared process naturally instils re-

spel:t responsibility, and strong teamwork,
Lessons. for the LLP programme, which take
place waskly and |zst for about an howr, are inte-
rated into the school's cunncubem and are con-
ucted in the first half of the year for 3ll Sec 1 shu-
dants and in the second half of the ysar for all

Secls

Ilngwlthspaaalnandsur hiad
the 14-year-old

GUIDED EXPLORATION
In thair Sac 1 year, students write and rehearse
skits related to 2 sslected bant, culminating in 2 se-
ries of performancas during an assombly pro.
grammea for othar studants at the end of Term 2.
Thiz yaar, their skits wore based on Wondoer, 3
book sbout 2 boy with facial differoncas who on-
tors 2 mainstream school. The story was chosen
becausa of its thomas on empathy and inclusion.

Secondany | riud et parforming sit based on the book Wondar ot the clminaton of ther S X Vil Lesming for Life
[e———

Te write the dialogue and create
these stories, you have to be
open-minded. it has helped me
understand people who may be
going through these things in
real life more and made me mare
empathetic.”

Sharsna Humaira, T, on how the.
haer £ FRMGCT ol thed 0413 RGAIGRS §
shaits

AT o
by tha

for the Sec 2 stu-
ogrammes, students
issues of their choos-

The programme chan
dents, In thes phass of tha
put on skits related to soci

i

ql‘lﬂqllm them to ressarch their topics bafore
drafting their stories — 3 process that can taks one
o two weshs.

Taking inspiration frem the lecal play Don’t
Know, Don't Care - which is about a family dealing
with terminal illness in the houschold — Soc 2 stu-
dant Rewven Loo, 14, and his Frmfidacmd the
themas of varbal abuse and famikal naghect for
thair LLP kit

51 DTS SARAH LIT

Rewven said- “We read news articles, mcorpo-
rated our CHAN BKDMIBNCES, and aven watched the
pl: lrun as part of writing our first dratt {of our

'ﬁ"hllnaachg'nu 's whort skit is only fve to
10 minutas long, LLF lessons also includa applied
drama workshops, which often require improvisa-

tion and tha tion of other students -
tating from m:u .

Fadly said: “Tha Sec 23 prograss to applied dra-
mia, whare studans s theatie 3s 3 tool toinvesti-
gate real social issues - axamining causes, consa-
quancas, and solutions.

b nd performing, Sec 2 students actuslly

“Beyo
faciltate mmeworks
3 conmwentions to
pen critical thinking.®
Onesucha lied drama technique is called fo-
rum theatrs, In i, the audience s invted o step in
to replace actors in order to change the outcoms:
of the skt

for their peers, using
d discussons and

Dain so requires both actors and 5 atorsto
know tha themes, character and social msues of
wach skit well,

Sac 2 student Christian Justyee Ramiraz Azman
said: "Fosrum thaaine) & not so siressful bacawsa |
connected dnn-plr-rr with my charactor. | know my
character wall so 'm able to act it out despite the
improvisation.

foous juest noed to trust that the audience to bo
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able to mq:-loreﬂ'restoryﬂ another direction or

outcome,”

WALKING IN OTHER PEOPLE'S SHOES
Studants IN spoka to said that LLF lessons wars
somathing that thay and thair classmates lookad
forward to

Reuven sasd: “it's somathing that we all look
forward to, The collaborative aspect has encour-
agedus to speak to peoplawe usually don't get to
sp=ak to and get to know our classmates better.”

Saaliha, who is also part of the school's drama
club, added that tha Li_gdr_iasmmrudgund ave-
nua for sudants to axpross thomschwes.

Sha said: "(LLP & more student.initiated than
drama - we do ol the planning and performance
by oursedves. It's an outlat for us to bo croative and

ralaase some stress,”

For Sac 2 student Shazana Humaira, LLP les-
sons have led her to reflect on the sodal issues
spothghted by the slots that she and her class-
miatas have put on,

The 1d-yoar-cld =said: “To write the dislogue
and create thesa stones, you haws to be open-

mln-du-d It has halpad ma inclsrstand
miay be through these ﬂm

mors =i IME IMore: SImy
ond values educat ana sddad that
LLP has mada hwmrnc;‘ﬁdnr!tand davaloped
har pubhic 1pnakm skills.
Fuszylmuwa mars on the quister side. By
giving mnwpcr__L&hﬁhnlpad mn%:ut olrn!
fort zone and axpress mysalf o
she said.
Other students alse said that LLP deepened
their interest in croative arts. Christian said: *| did
some drama back in primary school, but stopped

la who
in real life

in Primary 3 whallmy CCA closed.

*Tharo _g programma in Sec1and 2,1
feel like its halpad me rediscover my passion
again.”

Fadlysmd “Even without a bacl din dra-
ma, |n essentizl life sKills. Devising
slmswgelher ds strong class rapport and unit

Ouerirne uieter students gain public speak-
|r1ghumﬁdence \aarn 1o articulate theirideas, and

ciively in teams.

“UHimately, the hope is for students to walk
away with strong social-emofional competen-
oes — specfically empathy, perspective-taking,
and asanse of responsibility — alongside a lasting
=ppra-|:|=tiur| Fur:ﬂn:ﬂanom:m|hn starting

int
Pnanctnbnf sebected Sec 2 students will put on
thair skrts and =PP.T dramia technsques thay have
Izt in their schools blzck bax performing space
n a series of performances that will be attended
b,tha-:nl:lﬂnls arsnts,

When asked what she hopes audiencas will
take sway from her skit, ‘Saaliha said: “l hope that
peopbs will learn net to judge othars too harshly
andm'npwennclmmmnul othars. You naver
know what is happaning in other poopla’s
hames.

“Ewven if ana person takes away that messags,
that's anough for me.






